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We Need Your Academic Research
Use SASB content in your research and share your research with SASB

sasb.org/academic-use/
VISIT



Helpful Resources
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Use the <IR> Examples Database
An online tool used to understand and learn from emerging best 
practice, the <IR> Example Database includes:

• Examples of emerging best practice across the content elements, 
guiding principles and fundamental concepts of the <IR> 
Framework

• Commentary outlining key strengths

• Award winning integrated reports

• A list of self-declared integrated reports globally.

http://examples.integratedreporting.org/home
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Assurance Example



Implementation resources:
SASB Standards
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As investor demand for financially material sustainability 
information grows, businesses are no longer asking ‘why?’ but 
‘how?’ The SASB Standards Implementation Primer provides 
businesses with practical tips, key questions and market insights.

Visit: sasb.org/implementation-primer



Implementation resources: 
Integrated Reporting Framework (coming soon)

A companion to the <IR> Framework, the 
Getting Started Guide helps report preparers 
develop a custom-fit transition plan.

The Guide sets out:

• Basics of integrated reporting

• Finding motivation

• Setting the foundation

• From concept to implementation

• A sample roadmap.



Implementation resources:
Integrated Thinking Principles

With case studies to guide implementation and support 
learning from leading innovators, the report includes a map to 
help you define and refine your approach to integrated thinking
in order to:
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1. Understand outcomes

2. Foster culture and purpose

3. Support integration of financial and other aspects

4. Enhance connectivity and transparency.

Visit: integratedreporting.org/integrated-thinking



Assessing Company Reports



Assessing SASB Standards 
disclosure quality
Monitoring the quality of disclosure with SASB 
Standards will improve decision-usefulness
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For every business reporting with SASB Standards, 
we analyze how the disclosure was implemented. 
Our goal is to improve the usefulness of the SASB 
Standards by:

1. Identifying potential revisions to the SASB 
Standards to support more consistent corporate 
disclosure

2. Working with companies and investors to identify 
best practices and provide case studies for 
ongoing market improvement

We track 5 elements of disclosure quality

Are all the accounting metrics and activity 
metrics referenced in the report?

Is “Report or Explain” used?

Are metric codes included?

Are data visible next to the metric code?

Is the SASB Standards information 
available in a structured format?
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Reviewing integrated reports
Report Critique Project
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<IR> Business Network integrated reports are reviewed by experts 
and investors to assess accuracy, coverage and integrity: 

• Assessed against fundamental concepts, guiding principles and 
content elements of the International <IR> Framework

• How the report draws on other standards/frameworks/ 
regulations (e.g. EU NFRD) or recommendations (e.g. TCFD, 
SDGs) 

• Level of assurance received.

Through the review process, participants are provided with:

• Indication of their strengths

• Practical recommendations for further improvement.

According to ACCA research for 2020 
reporting cycle …

<IR> Business Network report strengths:
• Connecting performance to strategy
• Connecting risks and opportunities to 

strategy
• Insight into dealing with risks and 

opportunities.

Areas for improvement:
• Connecting governance to strategy
• Consistent reporting on the capitals
• Connecting outlook to strategy.


